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Sanderson’s Character Sliders

How to develop engaging characters
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@ LIKABILITY Relatable, sympathetic, or “nice” ]

Admirable Traits

Relatable/Sympathetic
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Y COMPETENCE | Capable or skilled J

“Ordinary” “Extraordinary”
(Sense of Grounding) (Sense of Wonder)
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=& PROACTIVITY | Progresses the plot ]

= Choice + Effort

What type of story is it? (M.l.C.E. Quotient)
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MILIEU INQUIRY CHARACTER
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Move toward the Investigate to Pursue perceived Take steps to resolve
next location uncover information needs and desires or survive the event




=& PROACTIVITY | Progresses the plot ]

Not in a position to progress the plot?

Small-Scale Set Expectation
Proactivity of Future Proactivity
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= Acting on instead of responding to their environment
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Examples based on characters’ states at the beginning of their stories




Character Slider Worksheet
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